
Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council  
Thursday 8th October 2020 – Zoom meeting due to Covid-19 

 

Present:   Sarah Towers (ST), Mrs. J. Sakne (JS), Mrs. J. Lloyd (JL), Mr. J. Towse (JTSE), Rod Smith (RS), 
Mrs. P. Gardner (PG), Mr. P. Norris (PN), Mr. J. Towers (JT) 
Apologies: Stewart Scothern, Sara Butler (SB) 
Also Present: Vicky Williams, Anthea Heron, John Norris, Megan Norris, Kate Emery, Joanna Castaldi, 
Danielle Brown, Martin Brooks, John Winstanley, Sam Ashton, Michele Luxon, Pat Seber and others 

The Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on the 13th August 2020 were read, 
confirmed and signed after the meeting by Mr. John Towers (Stand in Chairman) 

36. Matters arising  
37. Finance    

a. Receipts 
i. Interest: Reserve Account £0.06, Playground Account £0.09 

d. Balances (as as 05/10/20) 
i. Current Account £12,689.75 

ii. Playground Account £10,032.71 
iii. Reserve Account £6,375.62 

d. Payments  
i. Clerk £220.00 (August) 

ii. Lengthsman £407.50 (August) 
iii. Tattersall’s Grounds & Facilities £510.00 (5 grass cuts July & August) 
iv. Water Plus £12.47 (fountain) 

e. Accounts outstanding  
i. Clerk £220.00 (September) 

ii. Lengthsman £337.49 (September) 
iii. Tattersall’s Grounds & Facilities £204.00 (2 grass cuts ) 
iv. Martin R Haston £300.00 (rebuild of wall next to river walk) 

38. Planning 
a. Story Homes – John Winstanley (JW) JT asked John Winstanley to speak and update 

the meeting on their planning application for 76 houses and Doctors surgery that 
remains undetermined by the planning authority for over 2 years. JW clarified that the 
application as it stands is a hybrid application. The outline element refers to the Doctors 
surgery and the detailed element refers to the 76 houses and associated access. As such, 
the roundabout, which has been subject to a lot of discussion, is part of the detail and 
therefore JW stated that if the application 18/01165/HYB was approved by LCC the 
roundabout would have to be delivered as it was part of the detail. We know that the 
Highways department are not in support of this junction improvement and it remains 
unclear what that means with regard to the current planning application. HPC have 
previously stated that if the roundabout was to be changed then they would see it as 
such a significant change to the application that they would then nee to discuss, debate 
and vote on it again.  As part of the scheme JW stated that they are also committing to 
30 ‘affordable’ homes, connecting footpath to the village, funding for education, 
contributions to the local bus service & 7 acres of public open space.  
Martin Brooks & Michele Luxon (Chair & Vice-Chair Gressingham PC) shared the views 
of Gressingham and how this development would impact their village. A major issue of 
theirs is the increase of traffic flow over Loyn Bridge & through their narrow village. 
JW’s response was that traffic movements have been looked at and considered 
acceptable but stated he was happy to meet with GPC & discuss in more detail.  Martin & 
Michele spoke about how that they felt that Gressingham had not been considered at all 
and that they could see no perceived benefits of the development to their Parish.  
Pat Seber spoke of her surprise that Loyn Bridge had not been mentioned at all in the 
planning application, JW response was that as part of the scoping works with LCC they 



felt there was no concern and that no issue had been raised by Highways. This was met 
with surprise as we all know that Loyn Bridge is already an area of traffic concern. 
Rod asked JW why the site was not listed on the LCCs Local Plan, JW stated that it 
previously had been and when the application was first submitted, it was, but it no 
longer is. RS also queried how SH are responding to the LCC report that the suggested 
the development was too large for the AONB and should not go ahead. JW’s response 
was that LCC said a smaller scale development would be acceptable and that they are 
working with the City Council to resolve the issue. He also stated that a smaller scheme 
would impact the benefits that the scheme would bring to the village.  
Kate Emery echoed the concerns of Gressingham PC and added that with the planning 
applications that had already been passed in the village, were these houses necessary.  
Michele Luxon said that JWs comments had not reassured their parish and that GPC 
totally object to the application.  
Joanna Castaldi asked if the delivery of the roundabout can be changed by Highways at 
the last minute, she also asked what the price range would be on the affordable homes,  
JW responded to say that if consent was given to the application, due to the detailed 
nature, the roundabout would be delivered. The affordable houses would comprise of 
rental and, maybe, intermediate ownership properties. Occupancy priority would be 
given to local need. No prices were stated.  
Anthea Heron gave her comments and support to the application as a business owner, in 
Hornby, and stated that business desperately needed more footfall in order to survive.  
RS encouraged all members of the public to voice their comments on the application via 
the LCC planning website so that they could be considered by the planning department.  
JW gave no indication of timeline as to when the application might be determined.  

b. Planning reform consultation No comment 
c. Community Connectors – Review of the local plan No Comment 
d. Royal Oak – Langdale Capital The application has now been appointed a new planning 

officer, we are watching with interest as the application remains undetermined.  
e. 20/0188/TPO T1 (Oak) crown thin by 35%,Mrs Dixon, 10 Castle Park No comment 
f. Appeal Notification 20/00031/REF – orginal reference 20/00080/FUL, Chnage of 

use of agricultural land to equestrian, Mr J Towers, Farleton (Pauline Gardner sat as 
Chairman for this agenda item) The application had been refused due to impact on the 
AONB and the visibility of the development. HPC had previously supported the 
application and see it as a natural addition to a agricultural business. It was agreed to 
submit a comment of support of the appeal 20/00031/REF. 

39. Playground PN supported that Giles had repaired the railings. JT reported that the new slide 
had a puddle of water sat at the bottom and asked PN if this could be drained in anyway. PN 
will look into it.  

40. Lengthsman No extra work was requested for Giles. 
41. Highways 

The footpath on the bridge has now been widened by LCC and re-surfacing has taken place at 
the Castle gates which was well over due. ST is to ask Highways if they will be coming to re-
align the white lines to the middle of the road now the width has been changed.   

a. Loyn Bridge – Gressingham Parish Council The meeting was used as an opportunity 
for Hornby & Gressingham to get together to discuss the recent challenges of parking at 
Loyn Bridge. MB stated that GPC were against urbanisation of the bridge (traffic lights) 
but due to the problems this summer they had agreed, that they would support the 
introduction of double yellow lines in a bid to alleviate the issue. He stated that they 
would never support traffic lights. After the last communication with Eddie Mills 
(Highways) it was agreed for the clerks to seek an update as to what Highways are 
suggesting to do to protect the bridge from future damage and to alleviate the parking 
problems that are likely to re-occur next summer.  

42. Correspondence  
a. LALC Right to Contest No comment 



b. Paul Doherty Cyber Crime Bulletin No comment 
c. LALC AGM No comment 
d. LCC Grants for Charities & Community Groups The detail has been shared by the 

clerk with the swimming pool & HVT.  
43. Reports 

a. HVT JL reminded people that he institute was back open and hopes that people 
continue to use it if they can. The car park is being de-weeded by a young volunteer as 
part of his Duke of Edinburgh, JL reported that he was doing a brilliant job.  
 

It was agreed to meet in November via Zoom. The meeting will be open to the public 
with the log in details on the agenda which will be displayed from the Monday prior to 

the meeting. The meeting will be held on Thursday 12th August 7pm 
 
Chairman:           
 
 
Date: 


