
Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held in the Village Institute,  
Hornby on Thursday 10th October 2019 

 
Present:   Sarah Towers (ST), Rod Smith (RS), Mr. J. Towers (JT), Mr. P. Norris (PN), Sara Butler (SB), 
Mr. J. Towse (JTSE), Mrs. J. Sakne (JS), Mrs. J. Castaldi (JC) 
Apologies: Mrs. P. Gardner (PG), Mrs. J. Lloyd (JL), Stewart Scothern 
Also Present:  

The Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on the 12th September 2019 were read, 
confirmed and signed by Ms. Sara Butler (Vice - Chairman) 

44. Matters arising  
a. Shelter by the War Memorial ST has made contact with both Lancaster City Council & 

Lancashire County Council, both of which have no record or knowledge of the history or 
ownership of the shelter. The next option is to contact Land registry, although there is a 
chance the land may not be registered. 

b. Story Homes Daniel Chant made contact to say they would look to attend the November 
meeting to provide an update on the planning application as discussions are still ongoing 
with the Highways & planning department.  

45. Finance (Balance as at 04/10/2019)  
a. Receipts 

i. Interest: Reserve Account £1.08, Playground Account £1.70 
b. Balances 

i. Current Account £9,657.77 
ii. Playground Account £10,019.08 

iii. Reserve Account £6,366.95 
c. Payments  
d. Accounts outstanding  

i. Clerk £220.00 
ii. Lengthsman £114.75 (work completed in September) 

iii. Hornby Village Trust £19.80 (room hire September) 
46. Planning 

a. 19/00320/REM, Royal Oak Meadow, Highways response 19-09-19 new comments 
to the application were published on the planning website by Michael Doran, Highways.  
In it he states that the internal layout as proposed is not considered acceptable in terms 
of County Council adoption requirements, he goes on to discuss the various areas that 
would need review and states that without it, the application could constitute a 
highways refusal. A key point, which councillors found to be positive, in the report was 
Mr Doran’s new recommendation to remove the proposed bollards that would have 
blocked traffic from flowing freely around Royal Oak Meadow. The stance of the Parish 
Council on this application remains unchanged (against - due to the access), the 
frustration is that the outline application has already been agreed with the access 
through Hornby Bank and despite numerous conversations with both the Highways and 
Planning department there seems little room for manoeuvre. The applicant is now 
seeking approval on the reserved matters of that outline application.  
The clerk has also had a phone conversation with Jennifer Rehman, planning officer 
regarding this application. The planning department has asked for guidance from the PC 
on any future projects that they may have for public open space. Jennifer told ST that 
negotiations would begin with the applicant for section 106 contributions for the 
infrastructure of the local area. It was agreed that future projects would include – 
perimeter fencing of the playground, upgrade/replace current shelter provision & 
upgrade all surfacing. ST was told that any funding that could be secured would not 
automatically be paid to the PC but that we would have to apply for it as and when we 
began the above mentioned projects. The clerk has been asked to investigate Section 106 
contributions as there is potential for a couple of significant developments in the village 
and we don’t to miss out on opportunity due to lack of knowledge. ST will also ask 
Jennifer if we can suggest for contributions to be spent on traffic calming and extending 
the cycle path from Caton to Hornby. 

  



 
b. 18/01618/FUL & 18/01619/LB Royal Oak Pub, Public Consultation 02-10-19  

Langdale Capital, applicant, held another public consultation to show the community the 
amended plans in a bid to try to gather support from parishioners as they are hoping to 
push the planning department for a decision on the above application. Prior to the 
meeting, the clerk had questioned them over the lack of advertising of the event as we 
know some households, that didn’t, felt that they should have had a letter to invite them 
to the event as they live in close proximity to the site. Sam Miller (Langdale Capital) 
responded to the query stating that they are a small company with a limited budget and 
that a public consultation is not compulsory, in spite of that, they have now held two 
with 30-40 people attending on both occasions.  On this occasion they hand delivered 70 
letters, put posters up on the pub, in the shop & in the institute, they contacted the PC 
direct and posted on their social media account & website.  
The PC appeared to have mixed views on the development. It was agreed that the 
changes on the plans were an improvement to the previous ones but overall they would 
rather the building remain a pub and an asset to the local community. It was felt that 
with the right management it could once again be a viable business and that evidence of 
this could be seen up and down the Lune Valley. Some commented that if the Royal Oak 
was developed into housing it could pave the way for a successful re-opening of The 
Castle, which we know is owned by a hotel company Lucidity Group.  
Another major concern over this application is over flooding, drainage and the culvert 
that runs under the car park. Langdale Capital have amended their original plans due to 
its positioning, in the beginning they planned for 3 houses on the car park, this has now 
been reduced to 2 that would sit on either side of the culvert. Langdale would argue that 
they have done the necessary investigations and are developing the site in line with best 
recommendation to protect the culvert, improve the surface water drainage and to 
prevent the site from risk of flooding – councillors are not convinced and will always 
have concern over flooding due to past events.  
It was agreed that the position of the Parish Council remained the same and that there 
was no need to re-vote on the application.  

47. Playground No comments raised 
48. Lengthsman Sarah will speak to Giles regarding ongoing work to clear Station Bridge to 

improve safety for pedestrians.  She will also ask him to clear under the conker tree by the 
Castle Gates as the conkers and shells can become wet and dangerous to walk on, they may also 
begin to block the drains.  

49. Highways The PC received a letter from the couple that attended the meeting in September to 
discuss traffic calming in the village. In it they thanked the PC for their time and hoped that 
things could be done at minimal cost to improve on the persistent issue of safety in the village. 
The PC will continue to speak to the Speed Management team and work on maintenance of 
public areas to keep walkways clear and safe for pedestrians.  
It was commented, that finally, the Highways department have worked on and greatly improved 
the drainage at the back of Curwen Hill as you go ‘up’ Roeburndale.  
ST will report a blocked drain at Brades Farm entrance, Farleton.  

50. Correspondence  
a. LALC 5G Consultation ST will respond to the consultation which asks for opinion on the 

planning process of permitted development & the building of 5G masts in rural areas. As 
we have experienced the process of permitted development when the 12.8m mast was 
erected at the BT phone exchange on Monteagle it was felt quite strongly that although 
we do understand that technology, like this, is needed for the future. When it comes to 
building structures of height, in an AONB, a full planning process should be followed to 
determine the location, local knowledge of an area and opinion of neighbouring 
properties should be taken into consideration.  

b. Introduction to Community Connectors Team (Lancaster City Council)Carolyne 
Walsh, Community Connections Manager, emailed to introduce herself. ST will invite her 
to a future meeting to explain her role to us.  

c. United Utilities Christopher Tighe from United Utilities was supposed to attend the 
meeting to update us on investigation works that had been happening locally. He was 
unable to attend so sent up an update via email. No comments were made.  



d. Cosy Homes in Lancashire – Support available for Lancashire Residents LCC ST has 
displayed the poster and shared the information with Contact and the Parish website.  

e. Lune Valley Community Pool – AGM to be held 16th October 
51. Reports 

a. HVT JS provided an update on the work of HVT. They are looking at a significant bill to 
repair and maintain the alarm system. The PC has not made their annual donation yet 
and has asked that HVT submit their request the funding and explain where it will be 
spent this year.   

 
 
Chairman:           
 
 
Date: 


