
Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council  
Thursday 14th May 2020 – Zoom meeting due to Covid-19 

 

Present:   Sarah Towers (ST), Mr. J. Towers (JT), Sara Butler (SB), Mrs. J. Sakne (JS), Mrs. J. Castaldi 
(JC), Mrs. J. Lloyd (JL), Mr. J. Towse (JTSE), Rod Smith (RS), Mr. P. Norris (PN), Mrs. P. Gardner (PG) 
Apologies: Stewart Scothern 
Also Present: Alayne Robin, Margaret Preece, Peter King, Patricia Seber, Derek Seber,  
Christine Hatton, David Collins, Neil Read 

The Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on the 9th April 2020 were read, confirmed 
and signed after the meeting by Ms. Sara Butler (Chairman) 

1. Appointment for Chairman for 2020/2021 Sara Butler will sit as Chairman 
2. Appointment for Deputy Chairman for 2020/2021 Pauline Gardner will sit as Deputy 
3. Appointment to other bodies and bank signatories PG, PN & JL will remain as bank 

signatories, no other appointments were necessary  
4. Matters arising  

a. Covid-19 No comment 
5. Finance (Balances as at 05/05/2020)  

a. Insurance renewal Councillors agreed to the 3 year Hiscox quote, a cheque will be 
signed and posted before the renewal date for £1,017.99 

b. HVT donation / funding request The PC has previously requested a business plan 
from HVT, to include their accounts, in order fully consider Neil Reads proposal that the 
PC donate an annual sum of £10,000. A business plan has not been submitted yet, but as 
we are living in unprecedented times due to Covid-19, it is understandable and almost 
impossible to plan for the future.  
In order to donate a substantial amount of money each year, we would need to increase 
our annual Precept that we apply for from Lancaster City Council, the cost of this would 
then be passed onto the parishioners as it forms part of their council tax bill. The money 
that Parish Council has to spend is public money and therefore each transaction 
requires careful consideration and has to be fully auditable.  
Prior to the meeting HVT had submitted their bookkeeping documents for the year 
2019-2020, this included a summary of their annual spend. The PC had asked for the 
end of year accounts so that the financial position of the Trust was clearer. It was agreed 
that HVT would send through their financial statements from their accountant for the 
year 2018-2019 and when ready, the statements for 2019-2020.  
After a lively and lengthy debate, it was decided to consider the roof donation in the first 
instance and consider any future annual donations at a later date. The PC will next 
budget for their Precept claim in January 2021. Discussion and consultation will be 
required before then.  
It was settled that the Parish Council would make a one off donation of £5,000 towards 
the roof fund; this amount is approximately 25% of the quoted repair costs.  
As the institute is now closed and out of use, the repair work has begun the roof. 
Concern was raised by the PC that HVT may not be able to fundraise enough during this 
time to be able to reach the total required for the fix. HVT assured the PC that they do 
have a reserve account with a contingency pot and if required they could use that to 
bridge the gap in funding.  

c. Receipts 
i. Interest: Reserve Account £1.05, Playground Account £1.65 

ii. Precept: Current Account £16,120.00  
c. Balances (as as 05/05/20) 

i. Current Account £21,248.73 
iii. Playground Account £10,030.78 
iv. Reserve Account £6,374.39 

 



d. Payments  
e. Accounts outstanding  

i. Clerk £220.00 
ii. MR Tree Surgery £170.00 (grass cutting April & May) 

iii. Came & Company £1017.99 (3 year deal) 
iv. HVT – Roof Fund Donation £5,000.00  

6. Planning 
a. Notification of amendment to application 19/00320/REM Reserved matters 

application of the erection of 23 dwellings, Mr John Beard, Land North of Royal 
Oak Meadow We understand the amendments consist of a new site layout plan, new 
boundary treatment plan and house type drawings.  The opinion of the Parish Council 
remains unchanged (see previous submissions on this application, 15/01593/OUT, 
18/01611/FUL & 19/00320/REM) as we strongly object to the proposed access point 
through Hornby Bank. Although not against development at this site, we simply cannot 
understand how this access is workable or safe. 
It was noted that the proposed bollards, that would split Hornby Bank and Royal Oak 
Meadow, remain on the plan. We have had various discussions with the Highways 
department regarding these bollards and note that they also object to them. We had 
hoped there would be opportunity for them to be removed from the plans as traffic 
needs to flow around the two housing estates as it does now.  
It was noted that Highways had submitted various points that they said would have to 
be addressed in order for them to approve of the application. 
In the response ST will re-iterate, the need for junction improvements to be made to the 
existing entry point from Melling Road onto Hornby Bank / Royal Oak Meadow.  

7. Playground Remains locked, Matt Appleby now has access to cut the grass 
8. Lengthsman Giles has done a marvellous job clearing around the seat and the grate by the 

bench on the way to Gressingham Bridge. ST will report the drain, again, to the council for 
clearing. JT agreed to help Giles take Harry Dixons renovated bench back to the river side.  
ST will speak to the City Council as the public bins have not been emptied and are over flowing. 
There has been reports of lots of full dog poo bags being left whilst people are on walks, a 
notice will be put in Contact to ask people to bag it and bin it right away. 

9. Highways   
ST will try to find out if the old lantern top will be returned the lamp post on the bridge. It had 
to be repaired and currently has a different top.  

a. Public Rights of Way – Local Delivery Scheme 2020/2021 It was agreed not to opt 
into this scheme as we think the council should maintain the footpaths, stiles etc 

10. Correspondence No comment 
11. Reports 

a. HVT JL is still hoping to hold the plant sale, it will of course be held outdoors. They are 
looking to source an advertising banner for the scaffolding that is up around the 
institute to advertise what they can offer when they are able to reopen. 
 

It was agreed to meet in June via Zoom, unless we are able to meet in person.  
The meeting will be open to the public with the log in details displayed on the agenda   

The meeting will be held on Thursday 11th June 7pm 
 
Chairman:           
 
 
Date: 


