
Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held in the Village Institute,  
Hornby on Thursday 12TH March 2020 

 

Present:   Sarah Towers (ST), Mr. J. Towers (JT), Sara Butler (SB), Mrs. J. Sakne (JS), Mrs. J. Castaldi 
(JC), Mrs. J. Lloyd (JL), Mr. J. Towse (JTSE), Stewart Scothern 
Apologies: Carolyne Walsh (LCC), Rod Smith (RS), Mr. P. Norris (PN), Mrs. P. Gardner (PG) 
Also Present: Neil Read  

The Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on the 13th February 2020 were read, 
confirmed and signed by Mrs. Jacque Lloyd (Chairman) 

84. Matters arising  
85. Finance (Balances as at 05/03/2020)  

a. Lunesdale Probus Clubs It was agreed to donate £150 to the Lunesdale Probus Clubs 
for their new data projector 

b. HVT roof repairs Neil Read (NR) attended the meeting, not as a committee member of 
HVT, but as a member of the public and a regular user of the institute. NR proposed that 
HPC consider making a sizable annual donation to HVT that would be ear marked for 
repair work only. NR suggested that a £10,000 annual donation could be made by 
raising the precept. NR’s figures told us that this would cost an extra 8p per day per 
parishioner. It was discussed that the institute is a significant community resource and 
could be in real danger of closing. Councillors were in agreement of the importance of 
the facility in the village and they have always been keen to support the hard working 
volunteers that make it happen. As it stands the PC make an annual donation of £1250 
which is always put towards specific maintenance costs. There was concern that the 
institute should be able to self fund and maintain itself, JS informed us that it costs 
£56,000 a year to keep the building open and the issue was that there was nothing extra 
for routine maintenance which is the roof problem has highlighted.  
In the past the PC has asked HVT for a business plan to help them understand where the 
problems are and what the committees plans are for the future, the PC are yet to see a 
business plan.  It was said that money doesn’t always guarantee that something will 
remain open and that sound management of the building would be the key to its future.  
As we have already done our annual budget and applied for the precept for the year 
2020-2021 it was agreed to take the coming months to discuss the proposal and engage 
with the community, as the raised precept will ultimately fall to the Parishioners to pay 
in their Council Tax.  
NR will submit his proposal in writing so that the Councillors that could not attend the 
meeting can consider it.  

c. Water Plus have sent an estimated water bill for the fountain which is incorrect, the 
water is turned off. The clerk will call to submit the correct read 

d. Receipts 
i. Interest: Reserve Account £0.98, Playground Account £1.54  

c. Balances 
i. Current Account £6,111.68 

ii. Playground Account £10,027.37 
iii. Reserve Account £6,372.22 

d. Payments  
e. Accounts outstanding  

i. Clerk £220.00 
ii. HVT £19.80 (room hire January) 

iii. Lengthsman £21.25 (work in February) 
iv. LALC £169.65 (annual membership) 
v. Lunesdale Probus Club £150.00 (donation – data projector) 

 
 



86. Planning 
a. Story Homes / Highways / HPC meeting 11th March 2020 JTSE, JS & JL attended a 

meeting to discuss the junction improvements that are part of the Story Homes planning 
application. The feedback from the meeting was that Highways would not support the 
roundabout option which the PC has always been in favour of. We have seen plans for 
the T junction that has been proposed instead. They were told that the T Junction 
‘might’ include provision for a right turn lane as you approach Hornby from Melling and 
that the 30mph speed limit ‘might’ be extended further towards Melling. But there was 
no guarantee. We were told that from a Highways point of view the current junction is 
regarded as ‘safe’.  
They were also told at the meeting that by 2021 the council are hoping to have average 
speed cameras along the A683 & 30mph speed cameras at the top and bottom of the 
village to improve safety.    
It was agreed to vote on the T junction and ST would feed that back to Mark Potts, 
planning officer - 6 councillors voted against and 0 councillors voted in favour.  

87. Playground No comments 
88. Lengthsman Giles will look into repairing Harry Dixons bench and repositioning it away from 

the riverside; he will also look into rebuilding the wall on the river walk as a tree has dislodged 
some of the stone. The clerk has asked LCC to prune the ivy from one of the blossom trees 
opposite the butchers as it is very over grown and it would be a shame if it damaged the 
blossom tree. JL reported that there was lots of debris in the wood on the walk from Hornby to 
Gressingham Bridge. Giles has cleared this before and is happy to do it again but ST will also 
report this to the Public Rights of Way team. ST will also report the drain at the seat on Fleet 
Lane towards Gressingham Bridge as it is flooded again.  

89. Highways   
ST to report on the poor patching work on the A683 which is already coming out. 
JT reported that Highways had been to investigate the drains at Farleton but hope there was 
more investigation to come. 

a. David Davies Hornby Road Safety Improvements The ‘no waiting at any time’ yellow 
line is still proposed along the new widened footpath that is proposed for the bridge, it 
will now terminate at the southern end of the bridge. Councillors are still against the 
yellow line, the clerk will report back the David Davies. 

b. Bollards Strands Farm The broken bollard has now been taken away. Both bollards 
have been replaced with new bollards that do not have a light.  

90. Correspondence  
a. United Utilities Haweswater Aqueduct open evening No comment  

91. Reports 
a. HVT JL was pleased to report that they have now let 3 of the rooms upstairs, that now 

means that there is now no IT room. She also reported on a successful wedding fayre 
event.  

 
Chairman:           
 
 
Date: 


