
Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council  
Thursday 11th June 2020 – Zoom meeting due to Covid-19 

 

Present:   Sarah Towers (ST), Mr. J. Towers (JT), Sara Butler (SB), Mrs. J. Sakne (JS), Mrs. J. Lloyd (JL), 
Mr. J. Towse (JTSE), Rod Smith (RS), Mr. P. Norris (PN), Mrs. P. Gardner (PG) 
Apologies: Stewart Scothern 
Also Present:  
The Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on the 14th May 2020 were read, confirmed 

and signed after the meeting by Ms. Sara Butler (Chairman) 
12. Matters arising  
13. Finance    

a. HVT donation / funding request It was agreed to revisit the annual funding request 
when the Parish Council are able to meet up in person.  
JL confirmed that the roof repairs had now been completed. HVT had been able to raise 
the majority of the money required; they have now paid the contractors, but did have to 
dip into their contingency pot. JL was pleased to report that they had had some very 
generous donations and that donations were still being received.  
There is no timeframe as to when they can reopen during the Covid-19 pandemic. 

b. Internal Audit ST confirmed that all documents were with Gill Mason for internal audit. 
At the meeting in July the AGAR will be completed, signed off and sent through to the 
external auditors. The PC will be subject to a intermediate review this year as we have 
been randomly selected as a 5% sample.  

c. Receipts 
i. Interest: Reserve Account £1.01, Playground Account £1.59 

ii. VAT Refund (Annual Claim): Current Account £528.60 
d. Balances (as as 05/06/20) 

i. Current Account £15,349.54 
iii. Playground Account £10,032.37 
iv. Reserve Account £6,375.40 

d. Payments  
e. Accounts outstanding  

i. Clerk £220.00 
ii. Lengthsman £137.50 

14. Planning 
a. 20/00430/FUL Erection of a cattle feeding building, Camp House Farm, Hornby 

Road, Farleton, Graeme Surtees PN left the meeting for discussion. No comments or 
concerns were raised regarding the application.  

15. Playground  
The playground remains closed, it was locked by Lancaster City Council. It has been reported 
that people are climbing the fence to access the equipment despite the locked gate and signs to 
state that it is closed due to Covid-19.  
PN commented that it is time to look at renewing the perimeter fencing and questioned 
whether it would be worth installing a higher fence so that people couldn’t climb it. Overall it 
wasn’t felt that this would be necessary. The clerk will look into fencing requirements.  

16. Lengthsman 
Giles will continue to undertake his tasks at a social distance 

17. Highways   
a. Parking at Loyn Bridge Lesley Wareing (clerk for Gressingham PC) has been in touch 

regarding parking at Loyn Bridge. During the warm weather Gressingham Bridge has 
proven very popular with cars parking everywhere and anywhere so they can spend the 
day down at the river; this includes the road and fields.  
We know that the recent hot weather has caused similar issues at the Crook O’Lune and 
Devils Bridge. GPC have been asked to consider double yellow lines so that these cars 
could be ticketed for parking. The overriding concern here is safety as with cars 



dangerously parked, large vehicles including emergency services struggle to pass the 
bridge. HPC are concerned the only time Highways will take any action on this is if there 
is a fatality.  
It has always been thought by HPC that traffic lights would be the best idea, as they 
would help to protect the bridge by stopping the need for vehicles to reverse and in 
turn, we think, this could require no parking zones around the traffic lights. It was 
agreed that this would be preferred over double yellow lines. 
 JT commented that he thinks it would be beneficial to take a joined up approach with 
GPC to safe guard the bridge and road users. The clerk will speak to Lesley and feedback 
our thoughts.   

18. Correspondence  
a. Councillor resignation – Joanna Castaldi ST has informed LCC of the resignation. 

Councillors asked for a thank you not to Joanna to be placed in Contact.  
b. Email - Alayne Robin Alayne emailed to update the PC on the pollinator patches. She 

has also contacted LCC and requested that the bin on Fleet Lane be moved to 
Gressingham Bridge where she thinks it would serve more of a purpose. HPC agreed 
that a bin at Gressingham Bridge would be beneficial and will contact LCC direct.  
Regarding bins it was thought that they were becoming very full again, ST will confirm if 
collections are limited at the moment due to Covid-19.  
It was also asked, if contacting LCC, could the clerk request a bin in Farleton for dog poo 
and a larger bin for HVT car park.  

19. Reports 
a. HVT JL reported on a very successful plant sale, it was held in the car park to due Covid-

19 restrictions. They made £1000 along with other donations towards the roof repair.  
The roof repair has been completed as discussed earlier in the meeting.  
HVT have no idea as to when they can re-open and they are fighting some very high bills 
that have come in whilst they have been closed.  
HVT are still looking for further financial support from the PC.  

 
It was agreed to meet in July via Zoom, unless we are able to meet in person.  

The meeting will be open to the public with the log in details displayed on the agenda   
The meeting will be held on Thursday 9th July 7pm 

 
Chairman:           
 
 
Date: 


