
Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council  
Thursday 9th July 2020 – Zoom meeting due to Covid-19 

 

Present:   Sarah Towers (ST), Mr. J. Towers (JT), Sara Butler (SB), Mrs. J. Sakne (JS), Mrs. J. Lloyd (JL), 
Mr. J. Towse (JTSE), Rod Smith (RS), Mrs. P. Gardner (PG) 
Apologies: Stewart Scothern, Mr. P. Norris (PN) 
Also Present:  
The Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on the 11th June 2020 were read, confirmed 

and signed after the meeting by Ms. Sara Butler (Chairman) 
20. Matters arising  
21. Finance    

a. April 19 – March 20 Internal & External Audit The annual governance statement 
lines were read aloud and agreed to by councillors before the accounting statements 
were handed out and approved. The clerk and the chairman signed (after the meeting) 
the relevant sections of the form. The clerk will now send the documents and 
supporting statements to PKF Little John. Gill Mason carried out the internal audit for 
the first time this year, she is happy to do this in 2021. 

b. Financial Risk Assessment Document reviewed and approved without any amends. 
c. Receipts 

i. Interest: Reserve Account £0.06, Playground Account £0.09 
d. Balances (as as 03/07/20) 

i. Current Account £14,784.54 
ii. Playground Account £10,032.46 

iii. Reserve Account £6,375.46 
d. Payments  
e. Accounts outstanding  

i. Clerk £220.00 
ii. Lengthsman £290.00 

iii. Waterplus (fountain) £14.32 
iv. MR Tree Surgery (grass cutting) £102.00 
v. Gill Mason (Internal Audit) £50.00 

vi. MR Tree Surgery (emergency tree works) £420.00 
22. Planning 

a. 20/0099/TPO T1 Pin Oak, reduce by 30%, Mr Wareing, 17 Hornby Hall Close No 
comment 

b. 20/0096/TPO Fell 1 Conifer & reduce 2 Conifer by 30%, Siobhan Miles-Moore, 94 
Main Street No comment 

c. 20/00651/FUL Erection of a new store building and relocation of existing store, 
John McKay, 20 Castle Park No objections were raised 

d. Email from Story Homes John Winstanley emailed to request a meeting regarding 
their undetermined application. They want to discuss the County Councils feedback on 
the roundabout and any “alternative community benefits” that the development could 
bring to the village instead.  
Highways do not support the roundabout; it was the understanding of the councillors 
that the roundabout would no longer be a part of the application due this objection.  
Councillors didn’t think a meeting would be required but were happy to meet with Story 
Homes, if they felt it necessary. The PC would rather do this face to face and it was 
suggested that Gressingham PC should also be part of the discussion.  
Councillors asked the clerk to respond to John to that effect and remind him that the 
support of the Parish Council for the application had been withdrawn, with the planning 
officer Mark Potts. This was due to their belief that the proposal without the 
roundabout was not the same as the proposal that was originally voted on. It was also 
felt that “alternative community benefits” would not change the PCs concerns regarding 
highways safety.  



 
23. Playground  

a. Re-opening LCC have now opened the park after it was closed for Covid-19 lockdown 
b. Fencing Renewal of the perimeter fencing to be carried out, but no action to be taken 

immediately due to Covid-19 restrictions 
24. Lengthsman 

a. River footpath – tree works and wall repair between the meetings MR Tree Surgery 
has conducted some emergency tree works on the river walk. The corner of wall that 
contains the stone stile has now collapsed and requires fixing. PN has instructed a local 
contractor to undertake the repair as soon as possible.  
Now Harry Dixons bench has been refurbished, it was agreed to return it to its original 
home and fasten it down 

b. Strands Farm Court A resident had enquired about the cutting of the left hand verge 
along Strands Farm Lane, as it had not been done and she was under the impression 
that this area would fall under the Lengthsman remit, but it does not. It is believed that 
this patch is be maintained by the management committee responsible for Strands 
Farm. The clerk has passed their details onto the resident.  
The pollinator patch at Strands Farm has been cut, in error, initially it was not known 
who by. Alayne Robin contacted the clerk prior to the meeting to say that after 
advertising the issue on a local Facebook page, they discovered who was responsible. It 
was a genuine error and they have been very forthcoming and are keen to help with the 
repair.  

25. Highways   
a. Loyn Bridge During the hot weather there has been an spike in visitors to Gressingham 

(Loyn) Bridge. Unfortunately this has seen an increase in vehicles parking dangerously 
along the highway and on private land.  Highways have been contacted by local 
residents, Gressingham PC & Hornby PC requesting a meeting at the bridge to discuss 
the matter. Eddie Mills (LCC – Highways) has written to all, in response, stating that 
they are still not offering face to face meetings and have been inundated with similar 
problems all over the country. LCC have arranged for ‘no parking’ cones to be placed 
along various sections of the road on the run up to the bridge to try and prevent double 
parking so that the bridge can remain operational and protected from damage. 
In his note he said that the legal process for double yellow lines usually takes 6 months 
but he will find out if there is a mechanism to expedite this and let us know.  
Eddie also noted our suggestion for traffic lights, he explained that they had looked at 
this request before, and the costs for such a scheme and maintenance, at a time when 
they are still trying to reduce their costs, far outweigh any perceived benefits. 
Overall councillors felt this wasn’t the most encouraging response from the Highways 
department. JT spoke of his conversations with residents of Gressingham and they had 
raised concerns regarding the emission of light, down the valley, if there were to be 
traffic lights. It was agreed that, when we were able, we should meet with Gressingham 
Parish Council and try to work together towards a solution that would benefit all 
parties. ST will respond to Eddie Mills regarding his email to thank them for their 
immediate action but press for answers regarding more permanent solutions such as 
double yellow lines.  
The cones are now in place but have yet to be tested out due to a change in the weather.   

26. Correspondence  
a. Lancaster City Council – Casual Vacancy we are now able to fill the vacancy by co-

option. There are two councillor spaces available, ST will advertise in Contact and 
councillors will talk to parishioners.   

b. MR Tree Surgery – sale of grass cutting business Matthew Appleby has sold the grass 
cutting side of his business to Luke Tattersall of Tattersalls Grounds and Facilities.  



c. Bins Lancaster City Council have agreed with the clerk to put a bin at Gressingham 
Bridge where there used to be one, change the bin at the car park to a larger capacity 
one and look at placing a bin either in Farleton or at the road end.  

27. Reports 
a. HVT work has begun to get the institute ready for reopening, HVT are planning a 

outdoor BBQ towards the end of August on the car park. 
b.  

It was agreed to meet in August via Zoom, unless we are able to meet in person.  
The meeting will be open to the public with the log in details displayed on the agenda   

The meeting will be held on Thursday 13th August 7pm 
 
Chairman:           
 
 
Date: 


