
Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held in the Village Institute,  
Hornby on Thursday 9th January 2020 

 

Present:   Sarah Towers (ST), Rod Smith (RS), Mr. J. Towers (JT), Mr. P. Norris (PN), Sara Butler (SB), 
Mrs. J. Sakne (JS), Mrs. J. Castaldi (JC), Mrs. P. Gardner (PG), Mrs. J. Lloyd (JL), Stewart Scothern,  
Mr. J. Towse (JTSE) 
Apologies:  
Also Present: Carolyne Walsh (LCC), Daniel Chant (Story Homes) 

The Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on the 12th December 2019 were read, 
confirmed and signed by Mrs. Jacque Lloyd (Chairman) 

68. Matters arising  
a. C Walsh Community Connectors Team Carolyne attended the meeting to introduce 

herself and the ‘Community Connectors Team’ of which there are 3 members, employed 
by Lancaster City Council. They are part of the customer service team and their aim is to 
become the main point of contact for people when trying to communicate with LCC. 
They will be able to offer advice on the help and support available in all departments of 
the council. She suggested that they may even hold regular open meetings for residents 
to come and meet her and ask any questions that they might have, as it is not always 
easy to get hold of the right person within the council. Carolyne stayed for the full 
meeting and was very useful on certain topics, she took notes away with her, to get back 
to us on topics. She is also happy to attend future meetings if we require.   

b. Land Registry – SIM Application As suspected, the bus shelter is not registered with 
land registry. It was agreed that the PC would like to maintain the shelter as a feature of 
the village and therefore more research will be done on the history of the shelter and 
whether we, the PC, can register it as ours.  

69. Finance (Balances as at 03/01/2020)  
a. Precept Overall it was agreed to increase the precept to £16,120 

It was agreed that the hourly rate of the Lengthsman would increase to £15 per hour. 
It was noted that the Waterplus bills for the fountain need looking at as they have 
increased significantly. ST will investigate.  
ST left the room for discussion on her wages. She has been asked to note down her 
working hours and the PC has budgeted for a potential rise based on hours worked.  
ST will contact Matt Appleby to see if he is happy to continue with the grass cutting this 
year. Looking back on the year 2019-2020 the PC hasn’t made any donations to charities 
/ local groups. The clerk will put a notice in Contact encouraging organisation to request 
support as we have a pot of money available.  

a. HVT Donation JL, JS & SB are all part of HVT so left the room for discussion.  
HVT have applied for t heir annual £1250 donation, in 2019 it will go towards lift 
maintenance & insurance and fire alarm maintenance. The cheque was written and 
signed at the meeting.  
It was also discussed that the PC would like to support the roof repairs but like further 
financial information on the project from HVT. The clerk will make contact with HVT via 
Dave Collins.  

b. Receipts 
i. Interest: Reserve Account £1.12, Playground Account £1.76  

c. Balances 
i. Current Account £8,256.83 

ii. Playground Account £10,024.13 
iii. Reserve Account £6,370.16 

d. Payments  
e. Accounts outstanding  

i. Clerk £220.00 
ii. Clerk £138.35 (Annual Expenses) 



iii. Lengthsman £67.50 (work in December) 
iv. MR Tree Surgery £198.00 (re-issue of July Cheque, original cheque cancelled) 
v. HVT Annual Donation £1,250.00 

70. Planning 
PG bought to the meeting an article from the Lancaster Guardian regarding Section 106 money 
that is being ‘sat on’ by councils. It states that Lancashire Councils including Lancaster over the 
last 5 years have been paid £30.5 million and that £22.55 million of this is yet to be spent. The 
article states that legally if the money is not spent within the agreed time frames it is to be 
returned to developers.  
With regard to Lancaster specifically £138,000 has already been returned to developers and 
that £970,000 is yet to be spent. A spokesperson for LCC said it is complex matter and that 
there are many factors that affect the spending of the money, which are often outside of the 
council’s control. We asked Carolyne Walsh if she could find anything out further.  

a. LCC Canal Quarter Strategic Regeneration Framework No comment 
b. Story Homes Daniel Chant from Story Homes attended the meeting to update us on 

their planning application for 76 houses and a new doctors surgery, 18/01165/HYB. 
Dan reported there has been progression in some areas of the project but that they have 
had a lot of back and forth with the Highways department regarding the junction 
improvements, most notably, the inclusion of a roundabout at the pointer where Fleet 
Lane meets the A683. After a number of consultations with the safety department, LCC 
have now concluded that they won’t support the roundabout as an ‘improvement’ and 
they suggest that the scheme is moved forward with a T junction (Dan handed out plans 
of the proposed T junction). They do not think the increased traffic will result in a 
‘steady flow’ and therefore does not warrant a roundabout – they believe the 
roundabout could become a safety issue.  
The PC have always stood firm that the roundabout would be fundamental for the 
village if the development was to go ahead, so this news is very disappointing. Dan 
stated that SH feel they have done all they can regarding the roundabout but welcomed 
a letter of support from the PC. It was agreed that we would need to consider this after 
Daniel left the meeting.  
Dan was asked if SH were pushing ahead with the number of units despite the 
recommendation from the planning policy department that the scheme was too large – 
he said they are sticking to the 76 units as per the planning application. He also told us 
that the footpath has been agreed in principal with the school, running from the 
development towards the bus shelter using part of their playing field. 
Dan agreed to send us further information regarding their discussions with Highways so 
that we can prepare an appropriate response regarding the roundabout.  
After he left the meeting councillors discussed the matter further and agreed that on the 
receipt of the information, if time allowed, we would formulate a response at the next 
meeting.  

71. Playground No comments 
72. Lengthsman No comments 
73. Highways  

JC has asked that we contact the management company of Strands Farm as a light bollard is 
broken and they residents are struggling to get anyone to fix it. JC will find out the contact 
details so the clerk can write to them.  

a. Road Closure 10th-13th Jan 2020 – patching work The PC are frustrated that the 
‘patching works’ have not been extended along the A683 to Farleton or up to the 
junction at Butt Yeats where the road is in a far worse state. We have made contact 
Martin Nugent from LCC to make him aware of our concerns. The patching work be 
undertaken on Friday 10th & Monday 13th January – they will not be working at the 
weekend.  



b. David Davies – Update on planning road safety improvements There have been no 
objections to the crossing opposite the school so that work  can now progress towards 
implementation.  
They have received mixed feedback on the footway widening over the bridge. We had 
suggested that the dropped kerb crossing be put in at the top of the bridge but we have 
been told this wouldn’t be consistent with the overall aim of the project. They are still 
reviewing the plans and will make contact as the project is moved on.  

74. Correspondence  
a. LCC budget and performance panel – 21st Jan 2020 No comments 
b. LALC 2020 Training courses No comment 

75. Reports 
a. HVT There are lots of upcoming events 

 
Chairman:           
 
 
Date: 


