
Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council  
Thursday 13th August 2020 – Zoom meeting due to Covid-19 

 

Present:   Sarah Towers (ST), Sara Butler (SB), Mrs. J. Sakne (JS), Mrs. J. Lloyd (JL), Mr. J. Towse (JTSE), 
Rod Smith (RS), Mrs. P. Gardner (PG), Mr. P. Norris (PN) 
Apologies: Stewart Scothern, Mr. J. Towers (JT) 
Also Present:  

The Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on the 9th July 2020 were read, confirmed 
and signed after the meeting by Ms. Sara Butler (Chairman) 

28. Matters arising  
29. Finance    

a. Receipts 
i. Interest: Reserve Account £0.05, Playground Account £0.08 

d. Balances (as as 05/08/20) 
i. Current Account £13,688.22 

ii. Playground Account £10,032.54 
iii. Reserve Account £6,375.51 

d. Payments  
e. Accounts outstanding  

i. Clerk £220.00 
ii. Lengthsman £215.00 

iii. CPRE Annual Membership  £36.00 
30. Planning 

a. Story Homes as per their request we will meet Story Homes at our meeting in 
September. HVT will allow us to use the institute so that we can meet face to face. We 
have invited Gressingham Parish Council to join. Attendees will be required to wear 
masks upon entry and exit of the meeting. ST will complete the face-to-face meeting 
checklist supplied by SLCC.  

b. Royal Oak The PC had been contacted by a lady who was interested in looking round / 
purchasing The Royal Oak and keeping it as a pub. They have now been able to view the 
property and have reported that the selling price, combined with the extensive 
renovation work that would be required, is far too expensive and for that reason, they 
are not in a position to purchase it.  
They also feedback that it was not easy to secure the viewing and when arranged they 
were met by a security guard rather than an agent. Councillors were disappointed in the 
news as they would love to see The Royal Oak re-open as a pub.  
There is concern, as there always has been, that it has not and is not being marketed 
correctly. ST has tried to make contact with the planning officer on the ongoing 
application to turn it into houses but has had no response. ST has been asked to contact 
Langdale Capital, the applicants, for an update as the application is still showing as “to 
be determined”.  

c. River Lune Salmon Byelaws and Net Limitation Order Consultation Public notices 
have been displayed in the notice board by the institute regarding consultation. 

d. Adopted new Local Plan for Lancaster District Councillors noted that the only area in 
Hornby outlined for development was the land by Royal Oak Meadow.  

e. 20/0135/TPO Beech (T1/T2) & Sycamore (T3) reduced and lift No comment 
f. Planning Reform Consultation LALC Deadline for responses 17th September, 

councillors agreed to read before the next meeting and feedback any comment.  
g. 20/00841/FUL Erection of a storage building, Mr Charles Jacobs No comment 

31. Playground  
a. Complaint – space being used for training It has been noticed, that since lock down 

and the closure of gyms, that people are using the playground as an outdoor training 



zone. Councillors agreed to monitor this, as it is an public open space, as they don’t see it 
to be a problem unless it is affecting other peoples use of the play equipment. 
JS commented that the bins aren’t getting emptied as regular as they should be, LCC 
have agreed to swap the bin in the car park for a larger capacity one. 

b. Lengthsman inspections Giles to resume his weekly inspections. 
32. Lengthsman 

a. Bench refurbishment Giles is to refurbish all wooden benches in the parish, 
councillors were very pleased and thankful for the ones he had already done. 

b. Fountain ST will ask Giles to spend some time tidying up the fountain 
c. Pollinator Patch Alayne emailed with an update, they are working with the contractor 

who inadvertently cut the Strands Road site to repair the patch.  
d. AONB signs To be given to Giles to display on either side of the river.  

33. Highways   
PG reported that Butt Yeats junction has had some surface repair, but that it has only been 
patched up. PG is in regular contact with the Highways department regarding the junction and 
surrounding drains that regularly become blocked.  

a. Main Street, Hornby, Road Safety Improvements The plans for the footway widening 
and waiting restrictions were approved by the cabinet in July, work is to be carried out 
in September / October. 

b. Loyn Bridge Gressingham PC have been in contact to say they now support double 
yellow lines at Loyn Bridge to protect both the bridge and road users. In September a 
meeting will be held with GPC regarding the Story Homes planning application and it 
was agreed to use this opportunity to discuss the parking problems at Loyn Bridge.  

34. Correspondence  
a. CPRE Annual Membership It was agreed to keep to donation to £36 
b. Brian Peters – Pop up Events Brian got in contact regarding holding a food & drink 

event on HVT car park, ST put him in touch with HVT. 
c. LCC Guidance on face to face meetings Parish Councils have powers until March 2021 

to hold remote meetings and we are still being advised not to hold face to face meetings 
unless there is call to. Due to Story Homes asking to meet, we necessary that this be 
conducted in person so it could be productive and inclusive. In October, meetings will 
resume via Zoom until we are told otherwise.  

d. EPC4 Communities framework & devolution of the white paper no comment. 
e. LALC Code of Conduct consultation The PC will await further direction but it was felt 

that we complied with the code already so no comment will be made on the 
consultation. 

f. Hornby Day Nursery Cllr Stewart Scothern contacted the clerk regarding funding that 
was available to Ofsted registered nurseries. He has now been in contact with Hornby 
nursery. 

35. Reports 
a. HVT Preparation work is underway to reopen the institute in early September. HVT are 

holding a bbq (weather permitting) on the car park on 22nd August. 
 

The next meeting will be held in person, in the main hall of the institute on  
Thursday 10th September at 7pm. Face masks are to be worn. 

 
Chairman:           
 
 
Date: 


